
Murray Bird’s  Athenians and Red Invincibles tells the story of the beginnings of football in the north  
of Australia in 1866. It was a time when Queenslanders played by the Rules – the Australian Rules.  

After a bitter football war in Brisbane, Queenslander’s choice of codes was set for the next 130 years…

“A brilliant book by a perceptive thinker…”   GREG DE MOORE  

“A terrific yarn…informative and entertaining…”   JOHN HARMS

“A substantial and lasting contribution to a broader understanding of the relationship  
between sport and society in colonial times.”  ROB HESS

You and your guests are invited to join football enthusiasts and 
sports media at the launch of  Athenians and Red Invincibles

6pm on Thursday 18 June 
 Royal Melbourne Hotel , 629 Bourke Street, Melbourne

MC John Harms  [footyalmanac.com.au]  

RSVP  mbird@velocitysports.com.au by Tuesday 16 June

MURRAY BIRD    mbird@velocitysports.com.au    0433 001 588


